No. 263. December 14, 1710
No.  Z6$.                              .       STEELE.
From Tuesday, Dec. 12, to Thursday, Dec* 14, 1710.
------Minimi contentos nocte Britannos.
Juv., Sat ii. 161.
From my own Apartment, Dec. 13.
An old friend of mine being lately come to town, I went to see him on Tuesday last about eight o'clock in the evening, with a design to sit with him an hour or two and talk over old stories; but upon inquiring after him, his servant told me he was just gone to bed. The next morning, as soon as I was up and dressed, and had despatched a little business, I came again to my friend's house about eleven o'clock, with a design to renew my visit; but upon asking for him, his servant told me he was just sat down to dinner. In short, I found that my old-fashioned friend religiously adhered to the example of his forefathers, and observed the same hours that had been kept in the family ever since the Conquest.1
1 Cf. Pope's 6t Epistle to Miss Blount, on her leaving the Town after the Coronation" (1715) :
" She went to plain-work, and to purling brooks, Old-fashioned halls, dull aunts, and croaking rooks: She went from opera, park, assembly, play, To morning walks, and prayers three hours a day; To part her time 'twixt reading and bohea, To muse, and spill her solitary tea; Or o'er cold coffee trifle with the spoon, Count the slow clock, and dine exact at noon ; Divert her eyes with pictures in the fire, Hum half a tune, tell stories to the squire ; Up to her godly garret after seven, There starve and pray, for that's the way to heaven." 336